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“The Muslim Chaplaincy at Hen-
dricks Chapel is increasingly visible 
and vibrant. Through the innovative 
vision of Imam Amir Duric, in addi-
tion to the excitement generated by 
an outstanding group of student 
leaders, the expansion of Muslim 
life at Syracuse University allows us 
to foster and support an inclusive, 
accessible campus of opportunity for 
a richly diverse student body.”  

- Rev. Brian Konkol, Ph.D.                    
Dean of Hendricks Chapel  
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The mission of MSA is to carry 
out educational and social pro-
grams that will further advance 
Syracuse University's knowledge 
and appreciation of Islam and 
Muslim heritage. At the same time 
facilitate networking, educating, 
and empowering the students of 
today to be citizens 
of tomorrow’s community.
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Turkish Student Association (TSA) 
participates in various social and 
cultural activities across the campus 
to raise the awareness of the Turkish 
culture and heritage. TSA's missions 
are to build network among its 
members and the SU community, to 
foster a relationship with other cam-
pus organizations, and to encourage 
the student body to be more in-
volved with Turkish culture. This 
helps to foster an atmosphere of cul-
tural acceptance and diversity 
among the university community. 
The TSA also organizes open semi-
nars and lectures by inviting guest 
speakers from wide variety of disci-
plines.  
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Student Association for Enlighten-
ment and Inspiration (SAEI) aspires 
to be a platform that would promote 
open and enlightened discussion 
around diversity, inclusion and spirit-
uality and increase the awareness of 
knowledge, wisdom and spirituality 
as three different dimensions of hu-
man nature that cannot be separated.   
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“I was drawn to the series out of a desire 
to better understand a religion with 
which I had previously had little contact, 
and which I considered to be often misun-
derstood. In following the series, I 
learned about Islam not only through the 
weekly meetings with Mr. Duric, but 
through experience in listening to pray-
ers, reading excerpts from the Qur'an, 
and visiting a local mosque. I highly rec-
ommend this series to anyone interested 
in deepening their knowledge of Islam in 
a welcoming and friendly environment.”  

Katelyn Bajorek ‘20 
College of Arts and Sciences  

“I was born Muslim, but I still benefited 
greatly from the “Understanding Islam” 
series because it both reinforced Islamic 
ideas and also opened my mind to infor-
mation I had not known previously. The 
environment was very welcoming, individ-
uals of all backgrounds came together to 
learn about Islam from wonderful Muslim 
representatives from the community. Now 
more than ever, with the widespread Anti-
Muslim rhetoric, it’s important that the 
true values and teachings of Islam over-
shadow the preconceived stereotypes that 
media portrays. This series offers insight 
to the true teachings of Islam. I highly rec-
ommend this series!”  

Shewa Shwani '18  
SUNY ESF 
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Being a part of the 2019 Youth Bridges was one 
of the absolute highlights of my summer. As a 
recent college graduate who has never traveled 
abroad before, this program allowed me to leave 
my hometown and step into a Muslim country 
with a completely different culture. Being able to 
pray every prayer at a different mosque every day 
among the friendliest neighborhood cats, pur-
chase beautiful handmade jewelry at a grand ba-
zaar, or constantly have access to top quality hal-
al food are just some aspects from this trip that I 
got to experience that can’t be done back home. 
Being able to share these experiences with close 
friends, as well as a group of newly made friends 
is what made this trip even more valuable. For 
that, I would like to thank the Turken Foundation 
for granting me the opportunity to step out of my 
comfort zone and explore a country that did noth-
ing but welcome me.  

Marym El-Hindi ‘19 

Having the opportunity to visit Turkey was a 
dream come true. Many of my friends who had 
visited including friends who are from Turkey 
had always suggested that I visit Turkey. There-
fore being blessed with this opportunity, I am 
more than happy that I took it. Visiting great his-
toric sites, Masjids, cities, towns, eating Turkish 
food and hearing the Adhan for every prayer was 
heartwarming and truly something I’m glad I got 
to experience. My only regret is that I was not 
able to stay longer. However, inshallah I plan on 
visiting Turkey again in the future. To Turken 
Foundation, I cannot say this enough, thank you 
for everything! 

Tahir Iqbal ‘19    
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“The opportunity to 
host this Ramadan Din-
ner on campus is both 
an honor and delight. 
Not only will such fel-
lowship provide an 
opening to learn from 
our Muslim leaders, but 
it will also serve as a 
distinctive and signifi-
cant reminder that our 
collective future de-
pends upon whether or 
not people that navigate 
religion differently can 
develop the aptitude to 
cooperate. As religious 
and spiritual diversity 
continues to grow in Sy-
racuse and beyond, my 
hope is that such occa-
sions to transcend 
boundaries will provide 
greater understanding 
and contribute toward 
our common good.”   

- Rev. Brian Konkol, Ph.D.                    
Dean of Hendricks Chapel  
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